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Washing	up	is	one	of	those	chores	people	tend	to	either	love	or	hate.	But	whichever	camp	you	fall	into,	there	are	plenty	of	compelling	reasons	to	add	one	of	the	very	best	dishwashers	to	your	kitchen.	While	an	investment	at	first,	the	appliance	can	be	a	real	time-saver	and	provides	a	more	thorough	clean,	thanks	to	their	higher	operating	temperatures
and	stronger	detergents	killing	more	bacteria	than	a	sink	wash.	Not	to	mention	they	can	even	save	you	money	in	the	long	run;	research	suggests	they	use	less	water	and	energy	when	tackling	a	whole	meal’s	worth	of	dirty	dishes.We’ve	tested	a	range	of	dishwashers	at	the	Good	Housekeeping	Institute	to	find	the	best	buys.	Here	they	are	at	a
glance:Full	size	vs	slimline	vs	integrated	dishwashersWhen	shopping	for	a	dishwasher,	there	are	two	questions	you	need	to	ask	yourself:	how	often	are	you	going	to	use	it,	and	how	much	space	do	you	have?	This	will	inform	whether	you	pick	a	full-size	or	a	slimline	dishwasher.	As	a	guide,	slimline	models	should	fit	into	a	45cm-wide	gap,	while	full-size
dishwashers	are	about	60cm	wide.	In	terms	of	how	much	washing	up	these	can	conquer,	a	slimline	model	will	fit	between	eight	and	nine	place	settings	and	a	full-sized	one	should	accommodate	at	least	12	–	that’s	around	120-150	items	of	crockery	and	cutlery.	If	you	want	a	dishwasher	that	fits	the	design	of	your	kitchen,	go	for	an	integrated	model.
This	will	be	installed	within	a	kitchen	unit	and	have	a	door	that	matches	your	cupboards.	Generally,	the	control	panel	is	hidden	on	the	top	lip	of	the	door.	Energy	efficiencyAll	dishwashers	are	rated	for	energy	efficiency.	The	scale	runs	from	A	to	G,	with	A	being	the	most	economical.	Even	models	with	lower	ratings	will	still	be	fairly	efficient	though,	as
the	scale	was	updated	in	2021	to	allow	for	new	technological	innovations.	Note	that	which	cycle	you	use	at	home	will	impact	your	machine’s	energy	consumption	too;	while	an	eco	wash	runs	for	a	long	time,	it	uses	much	less	water	than	a	standard	or	intensive	wash,	and	therefore	requires	less	energy	to	heat	up.	Scrape	your	plates	before	you	stack
them	to	get	the	most	out	of	your	dishwasher,	but	don’t	rinse	them	as	this	also	uses	a	lot	of	water.	Soaking	stubborn	stains	before	washing	can	also	help.	Dishwasher	settings	explainedWith	minimal	settings,	dishwashers	are	generally	simple	to	use.	Normal,	eco	and	intensive	cycles	come	as	standard,	but	it’s	worth	knowing	the	specific	purpose	of	each
to	optimise	your	dishwasher’s	cleaning	potential:	Normal:	Best	for	daily	use,	this	cycle	removes	standard	dirt	and	food	stains	using	water	that’s	around	60	to	65C.	Eco:	Best	for	lightly	soiled	plates	and	cutlery,	economy	cycles	take	longer	to	complete	but	uses	less	water	than	other	ones.	The	water	is	still	hot	too,	at	between	50	and	55C.	Intensive:	Best
for	tackling	stubborn	baked-on	food	(and	cleaning	your	dishwasher!)	this	runs	at	temperatures	of	up	to	70	degrees.	Delicate:	Best	for	glassware	and	delicate	china,	the	water	temperature	will	be	lower	than	normal.	Quick	wash:	Best	for	when	your	dishes	aren’t	too	dirty	and	you	need	them	cleaned	speedily.	Hygiene:	Best	for	items	that	need	sterilising,
such	as	baby	products	or	chopping	boards.	This	programme	will	wash	at	a	high	temperature.	Sensor	wash:	Found	on	dishwashers	with	built-in	sensors,	the	programme	time,	temperature	and	amount	of	water	will	adjust	according	to	how	dirty	the	dishes	are.	Design	features	to	look	forNow	you	know	what	cycles	you’d	like	access	to,	it’s	time	to	decide
which	additional	features	you	want.	Here	are	the	ones	we’d	consider:	Adjustable	racks:	Giving	you	extra	flexibility,	these	racks	can	be	moved	up	or	down	to	accommodate	larger	plates	on	the	bottom	rack,	or	tall	glasses	on	the	top.	Automatic	open-door	drying:	The	door	automatically	opens	at	the	end	of	a	cycle	to	allow	fresh	air	in	and	moist	air	out.
Fold-down	tines:	Tines	are	the	prongs	that	keep	your	dishes	upright	and	spaced	out.	Look	for	ones	that	fold	down	flat	if	you	often	need	room	for	larger	items.	Salt	and	rinse	aid	indicators:	These	alerts	tell	you	when	it’s	time	to	top	up	dishwasher	salt	and	rinse	aid	–	both	essential	for	successful	cleans.	Smart	features:	Some	dishwashers	connect	to	WiFi,
so	you	can	control	them	via	an	app	and	start,	stop	or	put	a	delay	timer	on	remotely.	With	some,	you	can	also	download	extra	programmes,	adjust	the	intensity	of	a	wash	and	run	diagnostic	tests.	How	we	test	dishwashersWe	rate	each	dishwasher	on	its	performance	across	a	standard,	economy	and	intensive	cycle.	To	do	this	we	stain	a	range	of
glassware,	crockery,	cutlery,	pots	and	pans	using	common	and	notoriously	difficult	to	remove	stains	–	think	lipstick	on	a	glass	and	burnt	pasta	sauce	on	a	pyrex	dish	–	to	judge	how	well	each	appliance	cleans.	Each	stain	is	weighed	and	applied	precisely,	and	we	use	the	same	detergent	for	every	cycle	to	ensure	consistent	results.	For	normal	and
economy	cycles,	we	check	that	the	maximum	number	of	place	settings	claimed	fit	in	the	dishwasher,	while	on	an	intensive	programme	we	use	fewer.We	record	the	water	and	energy	consumption	for	every	cycle,	before	finally	considering	the	buttons,	settings,	design	and	instructions	in	our	overall	assessment.	Media	Platforms	Design	TeamMedia
Platforms	Design	TeamExcellent	cleaning	results	on	the	auto	and	heavy	cyclesVery	good	drying	results	Very	energy-efficientVery	quietVery	good	capacityEasy	to	load	and	useFlatware	basket	and	tray	were	spacious	and	especially	easy	to	load	and	useCycle	and	option	adjustments	were	not	as	intuitive	as	other	models	testedExpensiveThe	Bosch	24"
Recessed	Handle	Benchmark	Series	Dishwasher	#SHE8PT55UC	is	a	great	performing	machine.	It	rivaled	other	top	machines	for	cleaning	a	heavy-duty	load	in	our	tests.	It	was	the	only	model	we	tested	to	perfectly	clean	our	milk-crusted	glasses,	and	it	did	the	best	job	of	erasing	lipstick	stains	from	the	rims	of	our	coffee	cups.	It's	also	efficient	and
quiet.	It	includes	both	a	traditional	flatware	basket	that	splits	in	two	and	a	very	easy-to-load	third	rack	with	fold-down	tines	and	adjustable	height,	so	it's	perfect	for	the	family	whose	flatware	spends	more	time	in	the	dishwasher	than	in	the	drawer.Features:	Third	rack	has	flexible	tines	and	is	extendable	to	fit	larger	utensils	and	small	measuring	cups;
interior	LED	lighting;	removable	filter;	cup	shelves;	separating	flatware	basket;	express	wash	cycle;	sanitizing	and	speed	perfect	options;	multiple	language	display$1,499.00,	bosch-home.comHow	We	Tested:	We	evaluated	18	dishwashers,	testing	each	machine's	auto/normal	cleaning	cycle	and	heavy	duty	cleaning	cycle,	capacity	for	dishes/glasses
and	flatware,	drying	on	auto/normal	cycle	and	heavy	duty	cycle,	and	the	effectiveness	of	rinsing,	after	which	we	looked	for	spotting	and	filming.	We	also	reviewed	each	machine's	ease	of	use,	water	and	energy	usage,	and	how	loud	or	quiet	the	dishwasher	was	while	operating.NOTE:	Select	serial	numbers	of	this	model	have	been	recalled	due	to	fire
hazard.	To	check	to	see	if	the	dishwasher	you	own	has	been	affected	you	can	enter	your	serial	and	model	number	here.	Reviewed:	February	2015Price	When	Reviewed:	$1499.00Technical	SpecificationsEnergy	usage:	259	kWh/yearManufacturer's	warranty:	1-year	labor	and	shipping;	5-year	electronics	and	racks;	Lifetime:	against	stainless	steel	rust
through	The	Bosch	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	has	enough	room	for	16	place	settings.	To	compete	with	the	best	dishwashers	(opens	in	new	tab),	though,	this	24-inch	built-in	appliance	would	need	to	offer	more	than	just	a	large	capacity,	and	in	this	review,	we'll	be	exploring	how	well	it	cleans	and	dries,	how	many	racks	it	has,	how	it	rates	in	terms	of
noise	and	energy	efficiency,	and	any	other	features	it	has	up	its	sleeve	to	help	ease	your	kitchen	workload.			Looking	to	upgrade	your	kitchen	appliances	with	the	finest	models	available	today?	Then	don't	miss	our	expert	guides	to	the	best	ovens	(opens	in	new	tab)	and	the	best	freezers	(opens	in	new	tab).Today's	best	Bosch	300	Series	SHEM63W55N
dealsBosch	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	dishwasher	review:	Overview		Founded	way	back	in	1886,	Bosch	has	gone	on	to	become	one	of	the	world's	most	prominent	manufacturers.	Synonymous	with	quality	and	experience,	it	now	produces	a	wide	range	of	consumer	goods	from	its	factories	across	the	globe,	several	of	which	are	in	the	US.Bosch's
dishwasher	production	has	come	a	long	way	since	the	company	launched	its	first	machine	in	1964.	Nowadays,	there	is	a	huge	choice	across	five	sub-ranges,	from	budget	options	right	up	to	premium	models.	Bosch	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	dishwasher:	Specs	Dimensions	(WHD):	23.5	x	34	x	23.75	inches	Control	location:	Front	Noise	rating:
44dBA	Holds:	16	place	settings	Racks:	3	Cycles:	5	ENERGY	STAR	rated:	Yes	Extras:	PrecisionWash,	one-hour	wash	option,	24hr	Delay	Start	Timer,	Extra	Shine,	Sanitize,	adjustable	upper	rack,	AquaStop	leak	detection		Warranty:	1-year	labor	and	parts	(entire	appliance)Bosch	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	dishwasher	review:	Design	This	dishwasher	is	a
built-in	model,	meaning	it's	designed	to	fit	in	with	the	rest	of	your	kitchen	units.	As	such,	it	features	standard	built-in	dimensions	(23.5	x	34	x	23.75	inches)	–	note	that	Bosch	also	offers	narrower,	18-inch	wide	dishwashers	should	you	not	have	the	space	for	one	of	the	normal-sized	models.Bosch	also	manufactures	both	front	and	top-controlled
machines,	but	this	particular	model	fits	into	the	former	category.	Ordinarily,	we're	not	so	keen	on	the	front-controlled	design,	as	it	can	mean	having	to	kneel	down	in	front	of	the	machine	in	order	to	see	what	you're	doing.	However,	the	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	bucks	the	trend	somewhat,	its	front-facing	control	panel	angled	upwards	slightly	inside
the	pocket-handle	recess,	meaning	you	don't	have	to	stoop	so	low	to	program	your	cycles.	We	also	like	the	fact	that	this	dishwasher	has	push	buttons,	as	we	sometimes	find	that	touch	controls	can	be	a	little	insensitive	and	require	a	bit	of	force	to	activate	them.	One	thing	this	model	does	lack,	however,	is	a	fingerprint-resistant	fascia,	so	you	might
want	to	keep	your	little	ones	at	arm's	length.Inside	the	machine	is	a	large	stainless-steel	tub	that	houses	three	racks.	These	more	or	less	conform	to	the	traditional	set-up	found	in	most	dishwashers	–	so,	there's	a	rack	at	the	bottom	for	larger	items	such	as	plates	and	pans;	a	middle	rack	for	smaller	things	like	glasses,	mugs	and	bowls	(this	can	be
height-adjusted	to	three	different	settings,	depending	on	your	requirements);	and	a	cutlery	rack	at	the	top	for	laying	out	your	knives,	forks,	utensils,	etc.	It's	worth	mentioning	here	that	this	V-shaped	third	rack	is	slightly	deeper	than	some	we've	seen,	meaning	you	can	also	use	it	to	stash	things	like	ramekins	and	tea	cups.	If	you	run	out	of	room	for
your	cutlery,	the	machine	also	comes	with	a	large	cutlery	basket	that	can	be	inserted	into	the	bottom	rack.		Finally,	a	quick	word	about	how	this	dishwasher	looks.	While	it's	not	really	for	us	to	tell	you	whether	it's	attractive	or	not	–	ultimately,	that	comes	down	to	personal	taste	–	we	think	the	German	manufacturer	has	got	the	aesthetic	just	right.	With
its	sleek,	modern	lines	and	uniquely	designed	control	panel,	the	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	left	us	feeling	that	we'd	be	happy	to	have	it	in	our	kitchen.	(Image	credit:	Home	Depot)Bosch	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	dishwasher	review:	Features	As	we	often	say	when	reviewing	dishwashers,	a	pleasing	design	is	nothing	without	a	good	set	of	features	–	the
most	important	of	which	is,	of	course,	an	ability	to	thoroughly	clean	and	dry	your	plates,	pots,	cups,	etc.	Bosch	has	certainly	not	cut	any	corners	in	this	department,	with	the	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	containing	a	number	of	the	core	features	that	you’d	find	in	more	expensive	competitors.	With	some	dishwashers,	the	only	way	you	can	guarantee	that
your	dishes	will	come	out	sparkling	clean	is	to	give	them	a	good	rinse	before	putting	them	in	the	machine.	Bosch's	PrecisionWash	technology	aims	to	save	you	this	hassle.	Once	you've	started	one	of	the	five	cycles	(1	Hour,	Auto,	Normal,	Pots	&	Pans,	or	Rinse),	intelligent	sensors	will	continually	monitor	the	progress	of	your	wash	to	detect	any	areas
that	still	need	work.	Powerful	precision	spray	arms	will	then	target	those	areas,	to	make	sure	that	your	entire	load	comes	out	looking	clean.	For	extra	peace	of	mind,	you	could	activate	the	Sanitize	option,	which	raises	the	temperature	of	the	water	to	eliminate	99.9%	of	bacteria.			Got	guests	coming	and	want	your	dishes	to	gleam	as	you	set	the	table?
The	machine's	ExtraShine	option	will	raise	the	wash	temperature	and	extend	the	drying	time	to	ensure	that	your	plates	and	cups	come	out	looking	as	good	as	new.	There	might	also	be	times	when	you	only	need	to	wash	a	few	lightly	soiled	items.	In	that	case,	you	can	activate	the	Half	Load	option,	which	reduces	the	cycle	time	and	therefore	the	water
usage,	meaning	you	won't	end	up	spending	more	money	than	you	need	to.	Whichever	cycle	you	choose,	the	machine's	bright	LED	display	will	show	you	how	long	there	is	left,	meaning	you	won't	have	to	rely	on	guesswork.	You	might	want	to	time	your	dishwasher	cycles	so	that	they	don't	clash	with	people	taking	showers	and	use	up	all	the	hot	water.
Achieving	this	is	simple,	thanks	to	the	24-hour	Delay	Start	Timer.	As	well	as	that,	this	machine	also	comes	with	a	number	of	safety	features,	including	a	self-latching	door	that	prevents	children	from	injuring	themselves,	and	an	AquaStop	leak	detection	system	that'll	shut	down	the	machine	if	something	is	amiss.(Image	credit:	Home	Depot)Bosch	300
Series	SHEM63W55N	dishwasher	review:	Performance	When	it	comes	to	judging	a	dishwasher's	performance,	it's	not	just	how	well	it	cleans	and	dries	the	dishes	that	you	need	to	consider.	Energy	and	water	efficiency	are	important	too,	as	they	can	make	a	real	difference	to	how	much	your	bills	are	at	the	end	of	each	month.In	terms	of	energy
expenditure,	the	Bosch	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	uses	269kWh/yr.	That's	not	good	enough	to	place	it	in	this	list	of	the	most	efficient	dishwashers	(opens	in	new	tab),	but	it's	still	decent	enough	to	earn	the	appliance	an	Energy	Star	rating.	As	for	water	consumption,	it's	estimated	that	the	machine	will	use	a	total	of	624	gallons	per	year.Though	other
dishwashers	rate	more	highly	in	these	areas,	Bosch	reckons	that	this	machine's	third	rack	increases	its	load	capacity	by	30%.	In	theory,	that	should	mean	you'll	need	fewer	washes,	which	will	save	you	some	money	in	the	long	run.One	area	in	which	this	machine	does	excel	is	noise	rating.	In	a	recent	study,	Bosch	was	found	to	be	the	quietest
dishwasher	brand	in	the	US,	and,	while	this	particular	model	isn't	the	most	muted	in	existence	(it's	no	GE	Profile	Smart	GDT530PSPSS	(opens	in	new	tab),	for	example),	with	a	rating	of	44dBA	it	certainly	isn't	going	to	be	keeping	anyone	awake	at	night.									Bosch	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	dishwasher	review:	User	reviews	The	user	rating	for	this
dishwasher	is	displayed	right	at	the	top	of	its	page	on	the	Bosch	website	–	and	there's	a	good	reason	for	that.	Based	on	more	than	5,000	reviews,	the	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	has	earned	an	overall	rating	of	4.6	out	of	5	stars.	Bosch	has	also	enabled	its	customers	to	rate	this	machine	in	a	number	of	specific	categories,	and	here,	again,	the	dishwasher
has	performed	brilliantly,	scoring	4.7	for	the	range	of	programs,	4.5	for	loading	comfort,	4.5	for	cleaning	and	drying	results,	and	4.9	for	operating	noise.One	five-star	reviewer	described	the	appliance	as	“unbelievably	awesome”,	adding	that	“the	removal	of	deeply	embedded	stains	in	some	of	the	grooves	in	the	design	of	my	plates,	etc,	I	would	have
never	thought	possible,	but	seriously	miracles	do	happen.	I	couldn’t	be	more	pleased,	or	should	I	say	elated,	at	the	results.”Another	user	had	a	mixed	experience	with	the	machine.	Acknowledging	that	it	was	“extraordinarily	quiet”,	the	three-star	writer	added:	“I	am	not	a	fan	of	how	the	items	smell	after	a	wash.	They	just	don't	smell	clean,	even	after	a
sanitizing	wash.”While	one-star	reviews	are	very	much	in	the	minority,	they	do	exist	and	one	dissatisfied	customer	was	particularly	unhappy	with	the	machine's	drying	capabilities:	“Not	at	all	what	I	expected	for	a	top	named	product,”	they	complained.	“You	must	use	the	Extra	Dry	cycle	if	you	want	the	dishes	to	be	dry,	and	even	then	you	still	have	to
dry	the	glasses.”For	balance,	we	should	add	that	the	Bosch	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	dishwasher	scores	4.3	out	of	5	stars	on	Amazon,	based	on	57	global	ratings.	Should	you	buy	the	Bosch	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	dishwasher?	If	you	need	a	dishwasher	with	a	larger	capacity,	then	the	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	should	definitely	be	in	the	running.
While	it's	not	particularly	cheap	for	a	mid-range	machine,	you	get	what	you	pay	for	and	Bosch's	reputation	for	quality	is	reflected	in	just	about	everything	this	appliance	does:	it's	robust,	it	looks	good,	it	cleans	well,	it's	quiet	and	it's	safe.	Sure,	it	only	offers	a	small	selection	of	cycles	and	options,	but	even	that	has	its	benefits,	as	it	means	you're	less
likely	to	be	bamboozled	by	permutations.	A	great	all-rounder,	the	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	deserves	your	attention.		Today's	best	Bosch	300	Series	SHEM63W55N	deals
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